
S UMMERSUMMERSUMMER
NewsletterNewsletterNewsletter

SOILMATES
“Caring for the Land, One Step at a Time”

Turtle & Mouse



Bottineau County Soil Conservation Districts Newsletter

August 2026

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUCEMENTS

The Bottineau Field office has been reassigned a
new office number. The old number is no longer in

service.

FSA 701-201-5019
NRCS & SCD 701-201-5020

2027 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

Mouse River SCD September 9  8:00 AM at Office 104 1
st W Westhope ND 58793

th st

Turtle Mountain SCD- September 16  8:00 AM at the
Bottineau USDA Service Center in Bottineau, ND

th,



Planting season 2026 was another busy and rewarding year for the

Mouse River Soil Conservation District and Turtle Mountain Soil

Conservation District. This season, our crews worked on a variety of

projects to help local landowners establish healthy, long-lasting

trees and shrubs.

We planted a wide selection of species, including pine, spruce, lilac,

juneberry, oak, Amur maple, and junipers. Our work included

preparing planting sites, machine planting trees on larger sites. We

also installed fabric weed barriers around newly planted trees to

help control competing vegetation and give trees a better start as

they become established.

In addition to our planting projects, both districts held tree sales,

providing landowners and community members with a variety of

trees and shrubs for their own properties.

Planting season takes planning, preparation, equipment, and plenty

of hands-on work, but the results will provide benefits for years to

come through wind protection, wildlife habitat, erosion control, and

improved landscapes.

We would like to thank all of the landowners, customers, and

community members who participated in our 2026 planting season

and supported the conservation work of both districts. We look

forward to continuing these efforts and helping grow healthy,

sustainable landscapes throughout our communities.
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SUMMER ON THE LAND
PLANTING SEASON 2026
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 TURTLE MOUNTAIN SCD

Located in the eastern part of
Bottineau County, the Turtle
Mountain Soil Conservation
District is separated from the
Mouse River Soil Conservation
District by the mighty Mouse
River. Our commitment lies in
the preservation and protection
of our natural resources. We
invite you to join us in our
mission to promote sustainable
land use practices, ensuring a
healthy environment for future
generations.

2027 Tree & Fabric season is just
around the corner...

Let us help you plan!  Stop by the
office, give us a call, or email us and

we’ll get you started!







Timeline
Prep Site by: November 1  st

Down payment by: February 1st
April- SCD will reach out about
scheduling planting dates
Modifications to tree plans should
be done by: February 1st

The site must be clearly marked of all
 buried utility lines in the tree planting area.

Call 811 ND One Call before digging within
48 hours of planting schedule.
Share ONE CALL ticket # with SCD office.

ND One Call

Tree Site Prep:
Till the planting site to a depth of 6-10 inches, using a
cultivator, disk, or tiller.
Remove ALL rocks, tree branches, tree roots, garbage, etc.
AFTER trees are planted please keep the site lightly tilled
and free of vegetation until we are able to return to lay the
fabric. 
When tilling strips, each strip must be a minimum of 10 ft
wide.

First Fall Pass:

First Spring Pass:Second Fall Pass: Day of Planting:

Tree Planting Site Prep 101
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MOUSE RIVER SCD

The Mouse River Soil Conservation District, based in Westhope, North Dakota, is dedicated to
supporting and promoting responsible land use and natural resource conservation in Bottineau County
and the surrounding areas. Working closely with landowners, schools, and community partners, the
district provides education, technical assistance, and access to programs that help preserve soil health,
improve water quality, and encourage sustainable farming practices.

The MRSCD hosts board meetings on the first Wednesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. Meetings are
held at the office located at 104 1st St W, Westhope, ND, and are public. Meeting minutes are also
available.

Board meetingsBoard meetings

SERVICES RATES

1. District Trees sold by the District are Conservation Stock from the N.D. State Nurseries (Lincoln Oaks
and Towner). 

2. Trees are not guaranteed. ALL TREES cost $2.50 (unless plugs) that includes replacements. 

3. It is the Producer’s responsibility to keep their tree plantings free from grass and weeds, unless other
arrangements have been made through the District for upkeep. Keeping the site well prep is the only way
to ensure proper installation of weed barrier.

2027 Tree & Fabric season is just around
the corner...

Let us help you plan!  Stop by the office,
give us a call, or email us and we’ll get

you started!
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⚠️ Scout for Spotted Water Hemlock Before Haying

NDSU Extension is encouraging North Dakota producers to scout wet areas before cutting
hay for spotted water hemlock, a native plant that is highly poisonous to people and livestock.
It has been reported in most North Dakota counties and is commonly found in wet meadows,
around cattail sloughs, low-lying ditches, drains and creek bottoms. 

The greatest concern is when the plant is unknowingly included in hay bales. Livestock may
normally avoid spotted water hemlock, but when forage is limited, they are more likely to
graze it. The roots are especially toxic, and animals may consume them when pulling up young
plants. 

Spotted water hemlock can be difficult to distinguish from water parsnip, a non-toxic plant
that grows in similar areas. Producers should avoid baling any plant they cannot confidently
identify. If spotted water hemlock is present, the safest option is to mow around the affected
area. 

If hay has already been harvested with suspected spotted water hemlock, NDSU recommends
feeding it in a way that allows livestock to pick through the hay rather than grinding or mixing
it into rations. Regular scouting and mowing can also help reduce seed production and future
spread. 

When in doubt, don’t bale it. Contact your county NDSU Extension office for help
identifying suspected spotted water hemlock. 

Source: NDSU Extension and Ag Research News, July 27, 2026. ⁠
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