
SOILMATES
“Caring for the Land, One Step at a Time”

Turtle & Mouse



Site preparation, if tilled in strips, shall be at least 10 feet wide to allow enough loose soil to

properly anchor the fabric.

Fabric strip splices shall be anchored with staples, pins, or rocks (we use staples).  Staples

and pins shall be of a length recommended by the manufacturer for particular soil texture.

Rocks must weigh at least 5 pounds.  Do not anchor fabric splices with soil alone.  When

the splices are made with field-cut fabric ends, consider tucking a few inches of the cut

under itself to reduce the risk of snagging the fabric with maintenance equipment.

In lighter soils, or in high wind areas, pins, staples, or rocks may be needed to anchor the

fabric at each opening.  On extremely vulnerable sites, an additional pin, staple, or rock

may be needed every 10 feet or between each tree, whichever is greater. 

After installation, it is often necessary to run a tractor or truck wheel over the edge of the

fabric to get a firm seal.  Check dams across the furrow or slight grading of the site may be

necessary on sloping land to prevent water from running along the edge of and uncovering

the fabric.  Continue to check your fabric for any loose areas that may get caught by the

wind.

We recommend to seed grass in between the fabric splices (tree rows) after the fabric

installation is complete.  We usually suggest seeding a grass mix that is relatively shorter

and doesn’t require as much moisture like your typical lawn grasses do.  Species like blue

grama and side-oats grama, are great choices for in between the row seedings, because

they stay relatively short, which will require less mowing, and they will help prevent

moisture competition between your newly planted trees/shrubs with the grass seedings.

After fabric is installed, tilling in between the fabric splices (tree rows) is an absolute NO.

To seed grass in between the rows, please use a broadcast seeder with a light harrow, or

depending on the space between your rows, you can use a drill, but be careful to avoid the

edges of the fabric.  I would recommend at least a 2-foot buffer on each side of the fabric

splices to keep equipment away from.  

As with any grass seedings, you will have weeds that come up first.  To control weeds in

your newly planted tree rows, you can use a granular herbicide that is safe around

trees/shrubs, or we recommend clipping/mowing the weeds, making sure your mower

deck is set higher for the first initial mowings to prevent catching the edges of the fabric.

Fabric Site

Preparation:

FABRIC SITE PREPARATION:



Ground preparation is the most important step in machine tree planting.  If the sod is not

properly disked and tilled, the chances of air-pockets forming around the tree’s roots

increase, resulting in the death of the tree.  Perform sufficient tillage to kill the sod and

maintain the entire site in a reasonably weed free condition for one growing season prior

to tree and shrub planting. 

Non-selective herbicides may be used to kill sod grasses and other herbaceous species

prior to tillage.

Avoid tilling soils that are wet, to minimize compaction.  Compacted soils can reduce

rooting success and plant vigor.

Be alert to potential wind and water erosion risks during the fallow period.  Seed an annual

cover crop of oats or spring grains to control erosion while minimizing water usage.  Oats

and spring grains will die over winter but must be seeded early enough to attain 4-6 inches

of height prior to freeze up to provide soil protection. 

For very erosive sites without rhizomatous grasses (smooth bromegrass, canary grass,

Kentucky bluegrass, quack grass, or alfalfa), and no plans for cover crops, till only 6-10-

foot-wide strips where the trees/shrubs will be planted while leaving and maintaining

existing vegetation between the rows.  This will reduce wind and water erosion,

sandblasting, provide easier site access, and provide wildlife benefits.  The wider tilled area

is appropriate for locations where weed control fabric is to be installed after tree/shrub

plantings.

Avoid deep tillage (greater than 2 inches deep) immediately prior to planting to prevent

drying the seed bed.

Firm the seedbed prior to planting, if needed, to reduce soil moisture loss and aid in proper

plant placement.  A firm seedbed for tree planting should be similar to a firm seedbed for

grass seeding where human footprints are barely visible and planting equipment leaves a

minimal trench.

Tree Planting

Site Preparation:

TREE PLANTING SITE PREPARATION:



Timeline
Prep Site by: May 1st 
Down payment by: May 1st
April- SCD will reach out about
scheduling planting dates
Modifications to tree plans should
be done by: March 1st

The site must be clearly marked of all
 buried utility lines in the tree planting area.

Call 811 ND One Call before digging within
48 hours of planting schedule.
Share ONE CALL ticket # with SCD office.

ND One Call

Tree Site Prep:
Till the planting site to a depth of 6-10 inches, using a
cultivator, disk, or tiller.
Remove ALL rocks, tree branches, tree roots, garbage, etc.
AFTER trees are planted please keep the site lightly tilled
and free of vegetation until we are able to return to lay the
fabric. 
When tilling strips, each strip must be a minimum of 10 ft
wide.

First Fall Pass:

First Spring Pass:Second Fall Pass: Day of Planting:

Tree Planting Site Prep 101







OUTDOOR HERITAGE FUND 
 TREE PLANTING 
INITIATIVE North Dakota

Spring 2027
Cost-Share for Tree
Plantings

Grant funds are to be 75% of the
total estimated project cost, not
to exceed $15,000.00 
(Minimum grant fund requested:
$3,000.00)

Free Technical
Assistance

WHAT  WE  CAN ASS IST  YOU
WITH:

Tree Planning/Design

Machine Tree Planting

Weed Barrier Installation

Site preparation/Tilling

We offer free technical assistance on
tree planning/design; on location, or
an in-person office visit.  

Application Deadline:
July 15th, 2026

CONTACT US NOW!

701-245-6151

104 1  St W, Westhope, ND 58793st

MRSCD@SRT.COM

701-228-3611 EXT.3

514 Thompson St. #2 Bottineau, ND 58318

WWW.TMSCD.NET

Applicable cost-share costs are tree

planting, weed barrier,

cultural walks required



2026 

Turtle Mountain and Mouse River

SCDs Joint Meeting

On March 4, 2026, a joint

meeting was held at the

Westhope Gateway, bringing

together the Mouse River SCD,

Turtle Mountain SCD, NRCS,

Ducks Unlimited, NDASCD, and

North Dakota Forest Service. The

group reviewed minutes from the

previous meeting and discussed

collaboration efforts, including a

joint newsletter and logo coloring

contest. Key topics included

coordinated tree and weed barrier

installation projects, and a recap

of the 2025 workshop held in

Antler, ND. Attendees also shared

ideas for the 2026 workshop, with

potential topics such as high

tunnels, windbreaks, renovations,

tree planting (including grant

opportunities), pollinator plots,

and medicinal plants.





ND Conservation Trees and shrubs chart 

Source: NDSU
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